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Hi everyone, 

Well, we could not have a more opposite spring from last year!  It feels like oscillating between 

extremes is the new normal.  Last spring started out so hot we struggled to keep the greenhouse 

cool enough, and this year we are struggling to keep it warm enough.  Last year I started plowing 

the garden spaces on March 21.  As it looks for this year, I won’t be on the ground for more than 

a month later.  However, this year is a bit more “normal” and last year was actually not so great, 

as the early heat caused many things (including fruit trees) to come out early, only to be killed 

back by severe frost later.   I don’t think that will be a problem this year.  There has yet to be a 

year that I haven’t started preparing the ground sometime in April… but there is always a first 

time I guess. 

One thing that has been very noticeable is the lack of 

light.  Our seedlings have been suffering a bit (not to 

mention our spirits), from not enough sun.  There was 

a lack of vigour and some damping off problems 

earlier.  Damping off is when the seedlings rot at the 

soil surface and die.  One of the gardening masters, 

Alan Chadwick, once said, “We water the soil so it will 

dry again.”  This implies the drying process is 

important for plant growth… not total drying, but 

drying enough so that the soil can breathe upward, 

encouraging the plants to get released from the soil.  

This drying process has been a challenge this spring.  

However, the few half days (we’ll take what we can 

get) of sun this past week has really boosted the 

growth and the greenhouse is looking great! 

We also now have our full team for the season here at 

the farm.  Greg Mountain has been here since early 

March.  Greg has three years experience on 

Biodynamic CSA farms, including some co-managing experience.  This has been great as he can 

help carry some of the responsibilities on the farm.  And Gill Stewart arrived early April, and will 

be with us for the season.  She has a bit of experience, even a bit of experience working with 

draft horses.  When you come by the farm, please give them a warm welcome! 

Speaking of coming by the farm!   Remember the work option for your $50 off the share price?  

Well, if anyone would rather spend some time in the greenhouse rather than weeding in the 

summer or harvesting in the fall, now is your chance.  There is always some greenhouse work to 
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do through April, and if you 

can let us know when you 

might be able to come by, one 

of us can work alongside you. 

On the horse front, Molly, Bert, 

May and Prince are a bit 

restless.  I can’t do much with 

them in this mucky weather.  

Just moving some of the 

broken branches from the ice 

storm really made a muddy 

path to the burn pile.  This is 

the wettest spring since having 

the horses and the winter 

paddocks are just mud holes.  I 

am hesitant to put the horses 

on any pasture yet, as there isn’t much grass growing, and they will muck it up, setting the 

pasture back.  Usually, we are able to get the cows and horses onto pasture in early May.  

Hopefully the ground will dry up a bit by then! 

Last year’s dry spring was actually a blessing for the farm, since the whole garden space had 

been changed to accommodate working with the horses.  I was able to get on the ground early 

and transform the space, which required extra cultivation.  Luckily we didn’t have this weather 

last year, as I would have really felt behind.  But as it is, this year, it will take much less effort to 

get ready for planting.  As soon as we can get the plow in the ground, we can plant!  The areas 

that we will be using early this year were planted to a pea and oat cover crop which winterkilled, 

leaving a light covering of plant matter on the soil, which will easily incorporate.  So we are 

eagerly watching the soil… 

 

Cory 


